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- Orientalists and Isnad. :

Among the orientalists there have been differences of opinion |
about the beginning of isnad. According to Caetani, 'Urwah (d.
.94), the oldest systematic collector of. traditions, as quoted by
Tabari, used no isnads and quoted no authority but the Qur'an,
Caetani, therefore, holds that in the time of '‘Abd al-Malik {c.
70-80), more than sixty years after the Prophet's death, the
practice of giving isnad did not exist. So, he concludes that the
beginning of the isnad system may be placed in the period
between 'Urwah and Ibn Ishaq (d. 151). In his opinion the greater
part of the isnad was put together and created by traditionists
belonging fo the end of the second century, and perhaps also by
those belonging to the third" '

Sprenger has also pointed out that the wrifing of 'Urwah to 'Abd
al-Malik does not contain isnad and it was only later that he was
credited with it2-

The quotations from the writing of 'Urwah to 'Abd al-Malik are
preserved not. only in Tabari but in many classical collections of
Hadith as well3 which are earlier than Tabari. In one of the
quotations,, through the same isnad which is ufilized by Tabari,
we find 'Urwah quoting his authority 'A'ishah4. The main
difficulty which arises in searching for the sources of "Urwah is

B
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the lack of original work existing in a separate form. The availgble
material is only in the form of quotations. It was left to later
scholars to quote certain lines from the work as they were wanted.
'Urwah had personal contact with most. of the Companions so his
authority must have been a single name or the very person who
was present at the. incident. Hence, the isnad consisted of a single
name. And it is easy to omit or overlook a single man's name in
quoting. The other versions of his work, especially the one
transmitted by Zuhri, have isnads. 'Urwah even uses composite
isnads5 in the writing, as well as the single one.

Horovitz, who has studied the problem of isnad, has answered the
arguments of Caetani and other scholars thoroughly in his article
Alter und Ursprung des Isnadé. He points out thot those who
denied the use of isnad by 'Urwah did not notice all his isnads.

Furthermore he argues that there is a difference between what one .

writes when one is asked questions and what one does within
learned circles. His conclusion is that the first' entry of the isnad
into the literature of tradiion was in the last third of the first
century1. But as 'Urwah also uses composite isnads, the use of
single isnad in writing must have been earlier than this period and
the use of the single isnad in oral transmission of traditions much
earlier than that.

A Scoftish scholar, ). Robson, who has studied the subject at
some length, says, "It is during the middle years of the first

century of Islam that one would first expect anything like an-

isnad. By then many of the Companions were dead, and people
who had not seen the Prophet would be telling stories about him.
[t might therefore naturally occur to some to ask these men for
their authority. The growth of a hard and fast system must have
been very gradual'2. He concludes, "We know that Ibn Ishaq, in
the first half of the second century, could give much of his
information without an isnad, and much of the remainder without
a perfect one. His predecessors would almost certainly be even
less particular than he in documenting their information. But we
are not justified in assuming that the isnad is a development of
Zuhei's period and was: unknown to 'Urwah, While the developed
system had a slow growth, some element of isnad would be
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present from as early a period as people could demand it"3.

Professor Schacht and Isnad.

Recently Schacht has dealt with the legal traditions and their
development. In his opinions isnads are the most arbitrary part of
fraditions. They were developed within certain groups who traced
back their doctrines to early authorities4. Commenting on
Schacht's criticism, Professor Robson says, "The criticism levelled
ot the isnads is very thoroughgoing, and some strong arguments
are brought forward to suggest that the use of isnads is a late
development: but one hesitates to accept it to the full extent...
Schacht is dealing primarily with legal traditions, o sphere where

his argument may apply more closely than elsewhere, as changing -

conditions and the development of legal thought must have
demanded new regulations; but one wonders whether the
argument is not too sweeping"5.

-Schacht's approach to the subject and .its weakness will be
discussed later on. At the moment only one of his ‘statements
requires immediate attention. He says, "It is stated on the
authority of the Successor lbn Sirin that the demand for and the
interest in isnds started from the civil war (Fitna), when people
could no longer be presumed to be reliable without scrutiny; we

shall see later that the civil war which began with the killing of
the Umai-yad Caliph Walid b. Yazid (A. H. 124}, towards the end .

of the Umaiyad dynasty, was a conventional date for the end of

the good old time during which the Sunna of the Prophet was stll .

prevailing; as the usual date for the death of Ibn Sirin is A. H:
110, we must conclude that the attribution of this statement to him
is spurious. In any case, there is no reason to suppose that the

regular practice of using isndds is older than the beginning of the

second century AH.1" But his whole argument is based on his
arbitrary interpretation of the word Fitnah. The assassination date
of Woalid b. Yazid has never been o conventional date in Islamic
history and was never reckoned as the end of the "good old ftime".
This fitle is given only to the Period of four righteous Caliphs.

Furthermore, there were many Fitnahs before this date. There was
the civil war between |bn al-Zubair and ‘Abd al-Malik b. Marwan
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about 70 AH. But the biggest of all was the civil war between 'Ali
and Mu'awiyah, which produced a breach among Muslims which
exists to the present day. Taha Husain has described it rightly as
the most fierce quarrel known in Islamic History2,

So, on what grounds does the word Fitnah need to be interpreted
in the sense of the civil war after the killing of Walid b. Yazid? To
take the word arbitrarily in this sense is equal to interpreting it as
the Fitnah of Tartar and Halaku. Schacht takes this word in the

sense which suits him, without any historical justification, to

prove his own theory. This, of course, is logically absurd. "'

Professor Robson inclines to take the word ir the sense of the
Fitnah of bn al-Zubair, considering the birth date of Ibn Suzin, os
well as the occurrence of the word Filnah, in the text of Muwatta’
Malik which refers to this period3. The present research indicates
that it should be taken back to the first and the most dangerous
civil war in the history of Islam. For this suggestion, there are the
following reasons:

1. Professor Robson has pointed out that at the middle of the first
century, when many of the Companions were dead: and people
who had not seen the Prophef would be telling the story of the
Prophet, someone would naturally ask them to name the authority.
I we accept the status of the Prophet as it is shown in Robson's
statement - which is quite unfair - this is possibly what might have
occurred. : _

Yet before reaching this stage, there was a great upheaval in the
fourth decade. Most likely, 'the first fabrication of traditioris began
in the political sphere, crediting and discrediting the parties
concerned; In the welltknown work of al-Shaukani, concerning
spurious and similar traditions we find:

42 spurious traditions about the Prophet 38 spurious fraditigns
about the first three Caliphs 96 spurious traditions about 'Ali and

his wife Fatimah 14 spurious tradifions about Mu'awiyahl

Therefore, it looks as if the spurious tradifions began to originate
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for political purposes at and .about the period of the war between
'Ali and Mu'awiyah, and continued later on as g caunterattack on
the Umayyad dynasty, The traditionists and other scholars found it
necessary from that time onwards to be more cautious in selecting
their authorities.

2. The second reason for this assumption is the statement of Ibn

Sirin itselph. There is no reason whatsoever to discredit it and
challenge its authenticity. ibn Sirin's wording suggests that he
relates o practice earlier than his own period. He uses the words
"They did not ask”, "they said 'Name to us your men', "were
accepted”, etc. He does not use the first person of the personal
pronoun in a period when its usage was common. So it seems that
- he points to a practice in very early days. Furthermore, he says
'they did not ask’, which implies that the practice of isnad was in
existence, but people did not usually inquire, and it was left to the
transmitter whether or not to disclose his sources.

Material for the study of Isnad. _

Perhaps a lot of confusion in the study of isnad is due to the selection
of the material for research of this kind. Professor Rob-son says:
"Horovitz has reminded us that there are three sources for the
sayings and doings of the Prophet, viz. Hadith (Tradition), Sira
(Biography of the Prophet), and Tafsir (Qyr'an commentary), the
ground-element in all being a pronouncement infroduced by a chain
of witness; and Lammens. has rightly insisted the Sira and Hadith are
not distinct sources, as did Horovitz"1. So, Professor Robson inclines
to accept the view of Lammens; while Horovitz wants to draw a line

between Sirah and Hadith. Horovitz's approach seems to be much.

more natural in this context. There is a difference in the very nature
of Sirah {Biography) and the documentation of Hadith.

In Hadith any single statement can be put together with any other
statement of quite a different subject without causing! much
perplexity. But Sirah, being biography, requires a flow and
continuance of episode. Therefore compilers of biography put
together their different sources to knit a complete story2, while
the same authors and the same authorities, when transmitting
traditions of other than biographical nature, do not put into

-~
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practice the biographical method. Therefore, from this angle, there
is o diference between Hadith and Sirah literature, and so Sirah is
not a proper subject for the study of the system of isnad. Until now
most of the research on isnad has been carried out in the
biographical literature.

Schacht and the study of Isnad in legal literature.

Schacht has studied the Muwatta' of Malik, Al-Umm of al-Shafl',
Muwatta' of al-Shaibam, etc., works which belong to legal science.
He has imposed the results of his study on the entire Hadith
literature, as if the Hadith literature does not exist ot all and as if it
does not have an independent footing of its own.

lt seems quite clear that he has not paid much attention to the
nature of a legal work. A lawyer, a judge or a Mufti, whenever he
gave his verdict, was not bound to give the ful documents to
support his verdict. When a scholar writes to a certain scholar, he
may make only slight allusions to his references, so his colleague
can recall die necessary items to his mind.

These were the methods used by the prominent lawyers of the early
centuries of Istam. Though most of the writings of that period are not
available in separate form, yet we still have a few legal books
which belong to the second century AH. A glance at their methods
of quoting traditions would reveal this very fact. Shafi has utilized
the material from Muwatta' of Malik, and Abu Yusuf has ulilized the
work of Ibn Ishag and others. Here are a few examples which show
their method in quoting traditions.

Methods of quoting traditions by early lawyers*.

1. AY- Tl u.Ss.
1.0 AH .. SM LML AU L US2
2.AY. - L e the Prophet3
1.7. ... .SY. .. ‘Al ... the Prophet™
3. AY. s the Prophet5
AY. ... QR ...MA 1A .. . AH ... AD
. thePropheté
4.AY. . . M. S+2 7. U._SAW.
AY... M LS UL SAW,
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SAY LL1101L2..Y. H . N.wrote
to lbn-Abbas. .
AY..1.1.+1bw.yb.h..n
wrote to Ibn-e.Abbas

AY. L1 +HbLU. . NS N wrote to Ibn 'Abbas2
AY. .11 LLZAY, .. H .. AD. .
eveee. N wrote to 1bn 'Abbas3

6. Argﬁing with Auza'i, Abu Yusuf'scys that had he not been afraid
of the volume of the book he would have given Hadith with isnad*.

7. Shafii says, "And the tradition of Anas reporting the statement
of the Prophet, 'If the Imom prays sitting, you should -pray sitting'
is abrogated by the tradition of 'Alishah"5. But in this tradition he
did not give any isnad. In another place he gives only a part of
isnod;

Ibrahem al-Nakha'i - AAswad b. Yazid - 'A'ishahé and at another
place gives the complete isnad by another channel.

Yahya - Hammad - Hisham - ‘Urwah - '"Alishah?.

8. He says in the Risalah, p. 67: Sk fﬂ M gy s
#5Y3." He gives here a legal maxim without mentioning any
isnad, "™ but he gives the complete isnad at another place. It
reads:

Malik- Yahya - Muhammad - Rafi' b. Khadij - The Prophet8.and in
the Muwatta": '

Malik - Yahya - Muhammad - Rafi' b. Khadij with the full detail of an
incident with Marwan, efc.9.

9. In the Riscloh he gives his deduction from the action of the
Prophet, referring to the tradition without giving any details.

I reads] o A8 ot A s oY At 0 Al gy ast Ll

el But we find a complete isnad in alumm and in his immediate

—
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source Muwarta’ Malik:

Malik - Yahya - 'Umar b. Kathir - Abu Muhammad "- Abu
Qatadah - The Prophet2.

Malik - Yahya - 'Amr - Abu Mt;uhommcd - Abu
Qatadah - The Prophet3.

10. Shafi'i says, "And Ibn 'Umar transmitted Salat al-Khauf from the
Prophet" without mentioning any isnad4. But we find a complete
isnad in al-Umm and his immediate authority the Muwatta". Ibn
"Umar - the ProphetS Nafi' - lbn 'Umar - the Propheté.. Malik - Nafi'
Malik ,

11. He mentions in the. Risalah the Tawat performance of Umar
ofter the morning prayer and some other ritual octivities without
giving any isnad, saying only. oy OV ¢ ! Wleol any cad Ay

Vs Bl olkasdd But in his |mmediofe authority Malik there is a
complete isnad: Malik - Ibn Shihab - Humaid - 'Abd ol- Rohmon who
performed Tawat cccompcnymg 'Umar8.

12. in another place, Shcfi'i says explicitly, "Every Hadith | have
copied out (meaning in his books) with Mungali' isnad, | have heard
it with complete isnad or transmitted by well-known authorities
relating from wellknown authorities. But | distiked quoting a Hadlth
which | did not memorize well. | {ost some of my books but have
verified what | have remembered from what is known to scholars; |
have made it brief, being afraid of its volume, ond have given only
what will be sufficient, without exhausting all that can be known
about the subject"?

The above evidence and its implications.

"in the writings of early Scholars, mostly in non-radition literature,
the following features are .very common

The cutting of isnads and their confining to the least possible
quotations to serve the purpose, as the complete isnad and ample

“aSo (BY 0T Cdo Joine 2 Olegdge 3,10 § g oo 0 o SV @S ”
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references would make the work bulky

The omission of the complete isnad and quotation direct from the
highest authority2,

The use of isnad by Abu Yusuf reveals that he uses the complete
isnad, cuts it off, puts the anonymous word, while he himself has
mentioned the exact name a few pages earlier3.

The use of the word Al-Sunnah and other words derived from it to
mention the practice of the Prophet, without giving the text or
isnad, as the Hadith in question was wellknown to the scholars4.

The conclusion.
Summing up the argument, the literature of legal science or the
Sirah work is inadequate for the study of the traditions and isnads
and their 'growth',

Hadith is o complete subject by itself with o good many subsidiary
branches. It is totally wrong, even unscientific, to siudy Hadith as
a subject in the legal books. Therefore, any conclusion about the
traditions, their transmission, or the isnad system, etc., based on
the study of legal literature would be faulty and unreliable,
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6. Write a shorinote about "orientalists and isnad"

7. Professor schacht has given his option .about isnad, write o detail
account of it,

8. The word "Fitnah" is meant by the Muslim Schliar and orientalists
hsan their paint of views in detail.

9. In legal literature schacht has criticied the isnad, give a brief
occount of it. |

10, Wh;::t. were the methods of qouting traditions by the early lowyer, Give a

condession of it.
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