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The Men Behind

TANAH

on page
and on screen

AH HEX director Jimmy
Hayward discusses the film,
JONAH HEX comics, his
influences and more
with JONAH HEX comic
co-witers Justin Gray &
Jimmy Palmiotti JOSH BROLIN s Jonah Hx Pictures'and

e o Jrrmh Hox eleased by
Ficures. Proto by Frank b 0C

Its not often that you have the creative force Another thing were floored. I think
behind a major motion picture - based on a thals really exciting—  you were setting up a
comic book character — on the phone with the just seeing the initial  shot when we got
writers of the current incarnation of said charac-  stuff about the film—  there, and he came in
ter. But that's exactly what happened not long s the casting, so | wearing full makeup
ago, as JONAH HEX director Jimmy Hayward ~ don’tknow if youd ~ and on horseback and
took a few moments from his busy schedule to  want to talk about we were like, “Oh my
chat with JONAH HEX comic book writers Josh Brolin as Jonah god™—he just so
Justin Gray and Jimmy Palmiotti. The end and what made him  nailed it
result? A lengthy, candid, free-wheeling and the perfect person for
entertaining conversation about the character of  that role. HAYWARD: Was that
Jonah Hex, the upcoming film and how it the day we were bas-
relates to the source material, a crash course in ~ HAYWARD: I think  ing the shot on the
the history of Westerns, and much more. So, Josh looks the part cover of JONAH HEX
kick back and cnjoy the read. And if that’s not  and he carries himself  #13 where hes
enough, you can read the full transcript of the  that way. His improvi-  attached to the big X?
conversation on The Source, the daily news blog  sational work on the
of the DC Universe: http://dcublog.com. picture was really

great—the suble tics,
DC COMICS: What 1 liked Jonah Hex the little. nuances that
was it about the char-  because he was an he does—he really

acter that drew youas  anti-hero and he hada  created a cool version
a director to the initial  sense ol Immol and he  of Jonah Hex, and 1
material? s.And 1 can't even imagine
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Tiked m(u et bt anybody clse doing it
JIMMY HAYWARD:  self into jams and got

1 liked comic books out of ‘em. I loved JIMMY

like all kids like comic ~ Spaghetti Westerns as  PALMIOTTI: I have
books, but I guess the  akid and this wasa to agree. When Justin
whole capes and comic book version of  and 1 saw him on the

Spandex thing wore a  that, so [ was attracted  set for the first time
little thin for me. o that with you, Jimmy, we  PALMIOTTI: Yeah,



that was when he was tied to the cross. Again, it
was exciting for us to see Jordi [Bernet]'s art-
work come to life in that scene and the house set
on fire behind him—it was a pretty cool scene.
It's one of the key scenes in the movie, I think.

HAYWARD: It is. The scene from the cover of
#13 is the opening of the modern image of
Jonah in the movie, but before that sequence we
do a prologue that’s just over music, and it's jus
Jonah Hex before he was scarred, fighting in e
vil War, taking out Union troops in hand-to-

hand combat, and bombs going oft, and the

adass Civil War imagery. And then we o to the
image of the red clay with the coffin e
crow on it, and then everything goes to black,
and it comes up and it’s him waking up on that
cross in front of his house being confronted by
Turnbull [played by John Malkovich]. and that's
how we open the body of the picture.

PALMIOTTI: That's awesome. I guess the obvi-
ous question, since this is why we're doing this
interview, is are there any other elements that

youd want o tell fans of the comic book about

that they can look forward to seeing in the
movie?

JOHN MALKOVICH as Turnoul in Warmer Bros. Pictures ard
Logendary Pitures adventure thrler Jonah o relgased by
Wather Bids, Pures. Poto by Frank Masi T & © 0C Comics
HAYWARD: From an image standpoint, there’s
a ton of them. The #8 cover is kind of in there. I
think a lot of the imagery you guys have created,
alot of the covers, we've tried to keep that stuff.
They're all from different artists, but they all
embody Hex and who Hex is. From a story
standpoint, I think the way he carries himself
it’s more of the attitude and a lot of imagery that
we tried to crib.
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JUSTIN GRAY: | noticed something in the
trailer that’s almost directly like something we
did—in a hardcover we're doing [JONAH HEX:
NO WAY BACK], there’s a part where Hex
shoots the guy when he asks him about his face,
just like in the movie.

HAYWARD: Absolutely. I think I stole so many
things from you guys—images. little ideas

For instance, there’s an image when he talks to
Turnbull where we took one of my favorite
images from the new stuff—I think it’s #36—
where he's got one foot in this world, one in the
next. We actually wrote dialogue based off that
imagery from the covers. We actually have two
moments in the movie where it’s exactly like
that—he’s literally standing in the afterlife.

JONAH HEX #36 cover by Rafa Garres.

GRAY: I remember Josh was showing us test
ot of the poses he was in, it was
almost identical to the comics

shots—

HAYWARD: There were so many instances
where we tried to emulate [Spaghetti Westerns],
but rather than lifting off shots from [Western
directors like Sergio] Corbucci or [Sergio]

Leone or anything like that, we used that stuff as
a jumping-off point—a lot of framing techniques
and framing devices from those films. But a lot
of the stuff in this movie we took from you guys.

PALMIOTTI: That's awesome. We know the
HEX fans are going to run to see the movie in
theaters, but let me ask you, why do you think
people who aren't fans of the Western genre
might want to give this a shot?

HAYWARD: Well, this isn’t a Western on cer-
tain levels—it’s also an action picture, it’s a
revenge picture—we did a lot of genre-bending
on this picture. You see people writing online,
“Oh, Hex has gotta be this way or that way!”
Those guys are fans of certain different clements
of the HEX universe, but Hex has traveled to so
many different places in his c e’s been a
Western character, he’s been “The Road
Warrior”! He's been all over the place. And obvi-
ously we don’t have “Road Warrior” elements in
this movie, but really, HEX has gone through so




many different iterations that
its not just a Western. I'm a
huge fan of [the Western film]
“Django,” which we’ve obvi-
ously all talked about, or the
“Man with No Name” series
and “Outlaw Josey Wales™—
you couldn’t pace a picture like
those in this day and age, at
least not a studio picture. You
could do it with a smaller pic-
ture, but you can’t pace a
movie of HEX's size like that
and get away with it. So you
can use the framing style and
you can use a lot of the swag-
ger of it and a lot of the
essence of it, but essentially
we've cut it a lot more like an
action picture.

PALMIOTTI: I think that
makes sense because I sat in a
crowded theater for
“Nightmare on Elm Street,”
and the trailer for HEX ran
right before it.

HAYWARD: Thats right, we
were on every print of that.

PALMIOTTI: Yeah. The reac-
tion was pretty damn good in
the theater, and I know that
half the people never heard—
half? More like 90 percent—
never heard of Jonah Hex, and
on some level that’s who you're
aiming for: everybody. The
trailer definitely had something
that I think appealed on a lot of
levels to a lot of different peo-
ple. They said it just didn’t
look like a Western, it looks
like an action movie, it looks
like a summer blockbuster...

HAYWARD: You got Megan
[Fox] running around shooting
guns, you got stuff blowing up,
you got Josh Brolin running
around, you got Gatling guns
and all kinds of stuff. And
look, again, some fans of the
hardcore Western version will
have one viewpoint about that
kind of stuff. But we’re not just
trying to pack in stuff for
everybody, we're kind of
touching upon different aspects
of the HEX universe, and
hopefully people will under-
stand that. A lot of people
forget that Westerns were so
popular in the United States for
so long. But a lot of the stuff,

particularly the Spaghetti
Western, a lot of those things
were about technology and the
Old West clashing, or political
viewpoints clashing, like the
old and the new. Then when
you get into the [Italian-filmed
Westerns], you get into all this
crazy communist stuff, like “A
Bullet for Sandoval™...

GRAY: That’s a great movic.

HAYWARD: Yeah, awesome
movie—Ermest Borgnine! What
we're doing with JONAH HEX
is, Turnbull is like the first
terrorist in America—it’s kind
of crazy. But we're dealing
with these two universes
colliding, and we're playing
with that idea.

GRAY: You get a fun sense
from Megan Fox. It’s a differ-
ent character for her. She
seems a lot more edgy and sar-
castic. We know she’s beauti-
ful, but it looks like she’s try-
ing to find something else in
this character for her to show
people. That’s what I get from
the trailer.

MEGAN FOX as Leila in Warner Bros.

Pictures and Legendary Pictures’
advenure il Jonah Her rleased by
o Bros. Pcures
Pho\e o by damie Trtlood
ormics.

HAYWARD: I gotta be honest
with you—I called Jimmy up a
coupie of months ago and |
said, “What do you think of the
idea of Megan Fox being
[JONAH HEX comic book
castmember] Tallulah Black?”

GRAY: I'm doing cartwheels
right now.

HAYWARD: And so we wrote
a line in where she says,
“Tallulah Black’s mom didn't
raise no fool.” And Hex says,
“Tallulah?” And she says,
“Yeah, Leila’s a nickname.”

PALMIOTTI: I guess that
leads into the next question—if
this thing’s a hit, and we all
Kknow it will be, and you would
do a second one, would you
continue threads that you intro-
duce in the first one?

HAYWARD: Of course—you
have to do that.

PALMIOTTI: With Tallulah? I
mean, with Leila? I mean, with
Megan Fox?

[laughter]

HAYWARD: I think we've left
things open. There's no sequel-
baiting in this movie at all.
When Jonah rides off, Jonah
rides off.

‘You know, I want to touch back
on what you said earlier about
why people who don’t know
anything about Jonah Hex
should go see this, because I
actually don’t think that many
people do know about Jonah
Hex. I know people that are
completely pop culture-literate
and they ask, “What picture are
you working on now?” You say,
“JONAH HEX” and its clear
those two words have never
come together in their heads
before.

But that’s what's so great about
this, because you get to intro-
duce this cool character to all
these people who've never
heard of him before. If it wasn't
for the efforts of you guys and
the other people at DC, Hex
would languish in
obscurity—which some people



might like, T don’t know. People like to be in on
a secret thing.

PALMIOTTI: It’s the freedom you have, too.
You can do almost anything you want with this,
and I think that's the fun of the character. In the
trailer it shows. Theres this kinetic kind of ener-
gy where anything goes. And I think that’s why
it’s fun.

HAYWARD: Brolin talks about the absurdist
nature of stuff. and how tonally. you could draw
a guy with Gatling guns on his horse, but when
you actually go out to do it. you have to have a
certain tone. or it won't fly. Some fans like dif-
ferent things. but just to have Jonah Hex riding
around murdering people. it’s casier to get away
with that in a comic.

PALMIOTTI: And we try to mix it up in the
comic all the time. There are fantastic clements
in the comics as well, and people forget that. We
do that as well at times.

HAYWARD: Which
that's in the pit fights'

sue is it that has the kid

JONAH HEX #1 interior art by Luke Ross.

GRAY: The first one.

HAYWARD: Yeah. In the movie, we have chick-
en fights and dog fights—that’s where we intro-
duce Jonah's dog —then they re fighting oddities
from around the world. We borrowed on that
We couldn’t have a little kid fighting. though.
That's a pretty crazy, out-there idea you guys
had for a Western. if you really think about it

VILLIA SPENCER as e Creaus and TNNOIREED a5

the Barbarian in Warner Bros. Pictures’ and Legendary Pictures’

adventure lhvmer lonah Hox: leased by Warner B0, Pecues
1 by Jamie Trustiood. TM & © DC Comi

PALMIOTTI: Oh yeah, definitely. For us. we
have to pull people in every month, we have to
keep it interesting for them—otherwise they
won't buy the next issue

HAYWARD: To me. that was a great jumping-
off point for us. What a weird scene for a
Western. You wouldn’t see that in “The Outlaw
Josey Wales.”

PALMIOTTI & GRAY: No.

HAYWARD: | think people have seen four or
five Clint Eastwood Spaghetti Westerns and
they're thinking that’s the scope and breadth of
Spaghetti Westerns. But there're all these weird
movies. and they haven’t scen “Django.” they
haven't seen that film. they haven't seen all
these other things. We're all borrowing more on
the crazy edge of [the genre].

PALMIOTTI: I think the movie looks awesome
We can’t wait to sce it. Jimmy has been very
generous with Justin and me in terms of
including us and getting us an invite down to
the set. So I wanted to thank you.

HAYWARD: Dude. you guys are awesome. |

really appreciate you being so open with every-
thing. I put in this sequence at the beginning of
the moviethat Eduardo Risso and Alex Sinclar

PALMIOTTI: Yeah, that's pretty awesome.
HAYWARD: I wanted to be pretty specific
about getting some guys (o interpret some HE
imagery

GRAY: We're jealous. We've been trying to get
Eduardo to do an issue forever.

HAYWARD: Maybe now he'll do it.
PALMIOTTI:

think you guys pay him more.
HAYWARD: We paid him more?

PALMIOTTI: Yeah, you guys definitely paid
him more.

[laughter]

HAYWARD: Well listen, DC’s been great.
They've helped us out a ton, with the title
sequence. and getting materials 1o all the actors
and all the crew. Everybody has their opinion,
but [ feel like the comic book guys shouldn’t be
pushed aside, they should be part of the party.
they should be reading the script, they should be
involved.

GRAY: And we love you for that

[laughter]
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